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2. 
THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR BIRD PRESERVATION AND AUSTRALIA'S ENDANGERED BIRDS 
eS eS ee 


"Birds to watch', a checklist of the world's endangered bird s ecies, has 
recently been published by the International Council for Bird prcoar tion 
(ICBP), The ICBP is the longest established worldwide conservation 
organisation (1922), It is a federation of 330 member organisations in 100 
countries, representing over 10 million members, Member organisations 


include our own Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. 


‘Birds to watch' has been co-authored by Dr.Nigel Collar and Faul Andrew. 

It lists 1029 bird species whose continued existence in this world is under 
a cloud, A short statement for each species explains its predicament. Input 
for the 39 Australian species listed (34 from the mainland and Tasmania, 3 
from Christmas Island, and 1 each from Lord Howe Island and Norfolk Island) 
was co-ordinated by the Conservation Committee of the Royal Australasian 
Ornithologists Union (RAOU), 


The Australian species range from the Hooded Plover of the beaches of W.A., 
S.A., Tasmania and Victoria (threatened by e.g. off-road vehicles), to the 
Rufous Scrubbird of wet forests of N.S.W. and Queensland (affected by clearing 
and logging) and the Gouldian Finch of the grasslands of the N.T. and the 
Kimberley (greatly reduced in numbers by a lung parasite brought into the 
country with overseas cage birds, and perhaps also affected by frequent 

grass fires related to cattle grazing). These and other species highlight 

the profound effects that European settlement has had on animals and plants 
that were adapted to the Aboriginal methods of using the land. 


The ICBP's book also shows that conservation is indeed an international 
issue. Some of the 'Australian' birds listed spend most of their lives 
overseas, breeding in northern Asia and migrating annually to our country 
via south-eastern Asia. Many of the threatened species listed dwell in the 
rainforests of developing countries; these forests are being logged at an 
alarming rate, in part to supply Australia with tropical hardwoods, And for 
instance Queensland's Golden-shouldered Parrot is under threat from illegal 
trapping to supply unscrupulous Australian and overseas bird fanciers, 


All this demonstrates that. birds are often a good indicator of how well the 
land is faring. As birds appeal to large groups of people and are relatively 
easy to observe, they get a lot of attention from people with at least 

some interest in conservation. As protection of birds generally implies 
protection of the land, bird conservation means conservation of other 
animals and plants as well. 


More information on the book and on the ICBP (open for membership to 
individuals and organisations, and with a very interesting quarterly newsletter 
aptly named World Birdwatch) can be obtained from Mr. Rex Buckingham, 

Chairman, ICBP Australian Section, 18/117 Caroline Street, South Yarra 3141, 

or from the RAOU, 21 Gladstone Street, Moonee Ponds 3039. The book is 
available for approx. $32.00 from Andrew Isles Natural History Bookshop, 
Prahran, but anyone interested is welcome to have a look at my copy. 


Joost Brouwer 
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TWO DAYS OF INTENSIVE ORCHID HUNTING IN CENTRAL VICTORIA 8/10/88 


The meeting place was at the junction of One Eye Track and McIvor Highway, 
in the Heathcote area. Some cheerful banter from the first car to arrive 
heralded the arrival of the early birds, with ten minutes to spare, Our 
visitors were the Terrestrial Study Group from the Victorian group of the 
Australian Native Orchid Society, and our target for the weekend was of 
course Terrestrial Orchids. 


A lapse of concentration on my part had robbed us of the presence of our 
usual leaders for excursions in that area, Norm and Edna Cleeves, but with 
help from John Lindner we found our way round, well remembering our tour 
of the One Eye Forest of last year. We were also joined by several members 
of the Bendigo Native Plant Group. I have John Lindner to thank for the 
list of Orchids found on Saturday. 


We soon found that the forest was just as good, if not better, for orchids, 
than last year, but then we had the knowledge of the Terrestrial Study Group 
to add interest to our discoveries, as well as vexation in some cases over 
some of the latest name changes of some of our well Imown, and best loved 
orchids. This led to a remark made by Jack Kellam later in the day,"I think 

it would be easier if we stuck to the common names", such as "The Blue Scented 
Orchid" instead of the new name of "Thelymitra nuda" (new name for Thelymitra 
aristata). I, like the old name, which I have known and used for many years, 
better. ( ¥ See note nage 5.) 


Much discussion ensued about a large number of Caladenia angustata (now 
C.gracillis) and Caladenia cucullata, the Musky Caladenia, and the Hooded 
Caladenia respectively. The variations occurring to each variety added to 
the discussion as the day wore on. 


This trip was to prove a day of many surprises, a number bordering on the 
spectacular, such as the green Brown Beard, Colochulus robertsonii, which 
was found on a number of occasions, and a Glossodia with a double flower. 

A variegated Glossodia and many white Glossodias. As new findswere being 
continuoualy made, some of our Melbourne friends remarked, "No need to move 
on, we could happily spend the rest of the day here", but move on we did as 
there was much to see. 


The bush track walk on Mt.Ida was enjoyed by many, with the variation of our 
native flora of the area to add interest to the list of orchids that were 

also there, such as Pterostylis nutans, Caladenia dilatata, Acianthas 
reniformis in flower and others, and so we eventually moved on to Crosby Forest. 
The highlight of this area, and indeed of the whole day was expected to be 

the large clump of Thelymitra macmillanii, that we found last year. We were 
doomed to disappointment, as there were only two flowers there, then, 2 

shout of excitement, as another large clump was discovered only about 

twelve yards away. Just as if someone had shifted the first clump across. 


It was not so good for photos however, as the promise of the fine morning 
had not eventuated, clouds had arrived with a little rain, the flowers 
were all closed. However with cupped hands and some warm breaths, one flower 
was persuaded to open, A couple of extra clumps were later discovered nearby, 
and a huge area of Thelymitra autemifera, Rabbits Ears, was also found 

close by. 


he 
TWO DAYS OF INTENSIVE ORCHID HUNTING continued 


Qur Melbourne friends had heard of the abundance of Thelymitras in this 
area and had come up to see them, and there they were, the best show I had 
ever séen. We finished up the day with a visit to the Fosterville study 
area, which is threatened with open cut mining. 


The weekend was not yet finished as we gathered again at 9 a.m. on Sunday 
morning, and with Reg Smart along we eventually finished up at Taradale, ~ 
to have a look at the orchids to the south of Bendigo. First stop however 
was a local spot at Mandurang, Piccaninny Road, This small area is rich in 
orchids, there being Thelymitra, Colochilus, Glossodias, Caladenias and 
Pterostylis plumosa in flower. 


There followed a pleasant run south through Sedgwick, Sutton Grange, Elphinstone 
to Tarradale, to a spot in the forest between Tarradale and Metcalf, which 

was one of the late Fred Taylor's favourite spots. It is Fred that we have 

to thank for knowing the whererabouts of the rare orchids we found there 

on this Sunday morning. 


The cool, moist atmosphere of the forest differed greatly to the habitat we 
were in the previous day, but here were many of the sme orchids we had seen 
yesterday. Here also were orchids we had not seen on Saturday. Soon we found 
Chiloglotis gunnii, the Bird Orchid in flower, and a beautiful, large, white 
Caladenia which we had always known as C.alba, however the experts assured 
us that it was a form of C.cucullata. 


We found a number of Caladenia clavigera, the plain. Lipped Spider Orchid, 
including one which was a little different. The experts thought it had an 
affinity to Caladenia concalor. The find of the day however was the most 
perfect specimen of Caladenia pattersonii, the Red Spider Orchid, A lovely 
dark velvety red with long lateral sepals perfectly formed, it must have 
been right at its best. 3 


Our Melbourne f‘ziends offered us thanks and appreciation for a great weekend. 


P.S. Tuesday following the excursion, a warm sunny morning, Jack Kellam and I 
went out to photograph the Th.macmillanii, which we thought would be open, 
and they were, every flower in the clump. 


Following is a list of Orchids for Saturday, supplied by John Lindner, 


One Eye Track 


Microtis unifolia Common Onion Orchid F 
Caladenia cucullata Hooded Caladenia ‘F 
Caladenia gracilis Musk Caladenia F 
Calochilis robertsonii Purplish Beard Orchid F 
* normal specimens 
* gignificant numbers of "albino" specimens, the 
“ flowers greenish-yellow or cream, mainly at the 
"Burnt bee" site. 
Pterostylis mutica | Midget Greenhood Seeding 
Thelymitra rubra Salmon Sun Orchid ~ 
Glossodia major Waxlip Orchid F 
* numbers of white specimens at "burnt bee" site 
Thelymitra aristata Scented Sun Orchid F 
Diuris maculata Leonard Orchid F 
% one very spectacular plant at "burnt bee" site, 
all yellow with no brown markings, also late- 
flowering compared to others of the species 
Caladenia dilatata Green-comb Spider Orchid F 
Caladenia carnea Pink Fingers ¥ 


* not sure about this one. 
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TWO DAYS OF INTENSIVE ORCHID HUNTING continued 
Mt. Ida 

Microtis unifolia ‘Cotnon Onion Orchid F 
Caladenia dilatata Green-comb Spider Orchid F 
Caladenia carnea Pink Fingers F 
Glossodia major ~ Waxlip Orchid F 
Caladenia caerulea Blue Caladenia F 
Corybas diemenicus* + 9 «...> Slaty Helmut Orchid Seed Pod 
Pterostylis nutans. Nodding Greenhood Rosettes F 
Cyrtostylis (acianthus) reniformiS Mosquito Orchid F 
Thelymitra rubra Salmon Sun Orchid F 
Crosbie Forest (Handmen Track) 

Caladenia carnea Pink Fingers F 
Thelymitra antennifera Rabbit Ears F 
Glossodia major Waxlip F 
Thelymitra macmillanii Crimson Sun Orchid F 
Thelymitra ixioides Dotted Sun Orchid F 
Calochilus robertsonii. Purplish Beard Orchid F 
Diuris maculata Leopard Orchid Seeding F 
Diuris pedunculata Golden Moths 1) 
Caladenia caerulea ' Blue Caladenia F 
Caladenia cucullata Hooded Caladenia F 
Thelymitra rubra Salmon Sun Orchid F 
Thelymitra nuda Plain Sun Orchid F 
Fosterville 

Glossodia major e 
Caladenia cucullata F 
Microtis unifolia F 
Thelymitra nuda F 
Pterostylis cyanocephala Seeding F 
Thelymitra antennifera F 
Diuris maculata (large, late-flowering "form" ) F 


by Tom Patullo. 
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ORCHID NAME CHANGES Graham Hill 


With all the name changing there is a.lot of confusion as to which orchid 
is which. Tom wrote that the Scented Sun Orchid is now Thelymitra nuda. 
According to my information this name change only applies to Thelymitra 
aristata var. megealyptra (Plain Sun Orchid). The once separated T. grandiflora 
has been grouped with Thelymitra aristata (Seented Sun Orchid), ‘ 
I did not change Tom's article when he said they saw the Scented Sun Orchid 
(T.nuda) as it is possible that aay saw both species as they can both be 
found in our area. 
Thelymitra nuda, T. aristata and T. pauciflora are similar looking sun orchids. 
The column of T.nuda turns sharply at the top and faces forward forming a 
narrow yellow tube. The tufts of white hairs on the end ofthe colums lateral 
lobes are terminal (radiating out from all around the lobe) and on T.aristata 
the hairs are only on the top side of the lobe and point up like a tooth brush, 
The lateral lobes on T.pauciflora turn up at right angles with the hairs 
radiating out above the angle. 


THE VALUE OF OUR BIRD OBSERVATIONS 


As was already mentioned in: the October issue of the Whirrakee, observations 
of the Bird Observers Group were recently sent to Tasmania. 

To put you in the picture more completely, an excerpt follows from the 
thank-you letter from Peter Brown of the Tasmanian Department of Lands, 
Parks and Wildlife. (Peter, by the way, is one of the people most closely 
involved with the efforts to save the Orange-bellied Parrot). 


"Thank you for sending me records of Swift Parrots from the Bendigo area. 

They were extremely useful for my work. I was particularly interested that 
so many were of birds feeding on lerps and psillids. This seems to be far 

more a feature of birds on the mainland than it is in Tasmania. 

Perhaps there is a real nectar shortage during Winter." 


It was very pleasing to see someone attach so much importance to our 
observations, I hope all you bird watchers see this as an encouragement to 
keep those observations coming in! And please, if you have the time, 

fill in the sections on what the birds were doing: they can add so much to 
the interest of the observation, and you may be surprised how much you will 
enjoy taking a closer look yourself. 


I think the letter quoted is also a feather in the cap of the Records 
Committee. The Committee is doing an excellent job with little gue 
reward. Keep up the good work, 


Talking about the Records Committee, fellow Field Nats will probably be 
interested to know that one of the Committee's members, Don Franklin, has 
been asked to co-author the text for the Regent Honey-eater for the List of . 
Rare, Endangered and Extinct Birds of Australia and its Territories, being 
produced by the Royal Australasian Ornithologists' Union, You will agree 
that this is justified recognition of Don's extensive knowledge of the 

bird, gained through years of hard work. 


Joost Brouwer. 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 19/10/88 


1, The new syllabus committee has been formed and will welcome suggestions. 


2, The Committee has reauested the syllabus committee to organize more 
local half day excursions. : 


3, The Junior Field Naturalist Group will finish at the end of this year. 
The organizers feel that their original aim has been achieved. 


[hp. The Wild Flower booklet material is at the printers. 
5, One hundred copies of the Wilderness Society calendar have been ordered. 


New members welcomed into the Club are:- Mr &Mrs G.Lovejoy and family, 
Michelle Devlin and Mark Riley. 


7. Supper roster for November meeting:- G.Moors. M.Stone, J.Cleary. 


8, Next committee meeting Wed. 16th lMbvember, 8.00 p.m. at W.Demeo's 
none Kamarooka. 


7. 


“A LOCAL RECORD OF THE SNOW GUM 
by Don Franklin 


Was it mere coincidence? Or did fate take the botanists hand and lead 
him to the discovery? 


It was the 31st of August last year, and one of those really bitter winter 
spells that strike every few years - certainly not in the winter just past. 
Ern Perkins, that more-than-capable botanist from Castlemaine, was driving 
‘through Elphinstone when it began to snow. He stopped the car. There, right 
beside the car were - Snow Gums! 


And no, he wasn't dreaming, because John Robinson and I have been out and 
confirmed the record. 


Later in that week Ern wrote to me and said, 'I have not completely surveyed 
the area, but they are quite common in Pollards Road, and some are along 

the sealed road to Metcalfe, and a few along Potts Road (leading from the 
Elphinstone-Metcalfe Rd to Taradale).' They can easily be located from 
Bendigo by driving towards Elphinstone from Sutton Grange and then turning 
left on the main (bitumen) road to Metcalfe. There are a number only a 
hundred or so metres around the corner, 


The Snow Gums that John and I saw were rather unobtrusively growing as a 
second or understorey tree to the larger Candlebark Eucalyptus rubida 

(by the way, Snow Gum's scientific name is Eucalyptus pauciflora and the local 
subspecies is ssp. pauciflora). Both species have striking pale smooth 
bark, and at first glance you could be excused for thinking that the Snow 
Gums were young Candlebarks., The easiest distinguishing clue in on the 
séedlings. The juvenile leaves of Snow Gum are broad but pointed, alternate 
on the stem and stalked, with distinctly sub-parallel veins. Those of 
Candlebark are in opposite pairs, round and stalkless, and with the more 
traditional arrangement of the veins - a central longitudinal main vein 
with diverging secondary veins (sub-marginal longitudinal veins may also 

be present). The difference in venation occurrs in the adult leaves also. 
Buds and fruits also differ, with Snow Gum having distinctive and larger 
buds and fruits often in clusters of seven or more. The smaller buds 

and fruits of Candlebark are usually in threes. 

See Leon Costermans' "Native trees and shrubs of South-eastern Australia". 
p. 342 (Snow Gum) and p.361 (Candlebark) for a good comparison, 


Full Marks to Ern for adding yet another tree to the plant list for 
North-central Victoria. 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION - APRIL 1988 


SCISSORS GRINDER - Myiagra inguieta == = 


fPPEARANCE: - Both male and female are alike, about seven inches or eighteen 
em long, shiny bluish black above, and silky white underneath, able to raise 

a slight crest, and a long tail which is often waved from side to side, 

It is readily distinguished in appearance from the Willie Wagtail which 

has a conspicuous black throat, whereas the Scissors Griner's throat is 

white with the rest of its underbody, sometimes a faint buff yellowish colour 
may appear on a Scissors Grinder, however,i.e. across the breast of the female. 


CALL: The typical call is a prolonged "zis-zis-zis-zis" like the old 
fashioned sharpening of scissors against a rotating sandstone. This call is 
usually given while hovering from 2-3 feet, up to several feet above the 
ground. At other times a short, harsh "zip" is given quite often, and 
‘another common call is a loud clear two-noted whistle, with the second note 
higher in pitch, and resembles "ch-whee", "ch-whee". The latter call is 
often given when perched high on a branch of a tree. 


FOOD: Insects found on foliage and bark of trees, and shrubs, and sometimes 
on the ground Includes, grubs, beetles, moths, butterflies, ants, flies. 


BREEDING: Occurs usually from September to January, The nest is generally 
high, up to about 20 metres high, but may be as low as about one metre. 

The nest is the shape of a shallow cup, very neatly constructed of fine 
bark, fine twigs, grass, bound with cobweb, and adorned with spiders' egg- 
sacs on the outside and-sometimes lichen. The inside of the nest is lined 
with fine rootlets and soft material, such as hair, fur or feathers. It 
appears as thoughmoulded onto the branch on which itis built. There may 
be 3 or 4 eggs, white or pale buff in colour with small brown and grey 
marks and spots. Incubation takes approx 14 days and the young fledge about 
14 days later. Both parent birds share in nest building, incubation, 
brooding and feeding the young, and they may have one or two further broods 
during the season. 


HABITAT: Seissors Grinders are found in all habitats in the Bendigo District, 
and are not uncommon. 


HABITS: The birds are usually found in pairs, Their flight may be direct 
and graceful at medium height in the tree canopy, but often they wander 
about hovering low above the ground uttering their scissors, grinding eall, 
Sometimes they partially raise a small crest, While perched, the birds — 
often turn from side to side, raising and lowering the tail and swinging it 
from side to side. In the Bendigo District the birds appear to be sedentary. 


GENERAL: The nest is often built on a dead horizontal branch with which 

it camouflages very well. Besides the normal calls, there are several 
variations of the harsh and whistle calls, occasionally heard. 

Birds are sometimes found in open grassland, some distance from tree vegetation. 
Restless Flycatchers are very vocal throughout the year, and are only silent 
for short periods. It is reported that eggs of Pallid, Brush and Horsfield 
Bronze Cuckoos have been found in their nests. 


Bill Flentje. 


EXCURSION NOTICE _ 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 13 
Joint excursion with Castlemaine F,N.C. 


Times: Meet at 9.00 a.m. in Havlin Street for car pooling. 
Meet at 10,00 a.m. in Castlemaine at the rear of the market carpark in 
Forrest Street. 


Itinerary: Spring Gully at Fryerstown - good bird area, rock formations, 
Eureka township, mining relics, Glenluce - sandstone reef, 
mineral springs, effects of mining at Vaughan in the 1930's, 


Lurch: At Spring Gully. 
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EXCURSION REPORT 


On Thursday 29th September, several members of the Club went to Salomon 
Gilly to meet Mrs Kirner, Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands. 

We went for a walk through the reserve. We saw.a lot of Wax Flower and some 
fining Fringe Lily. Jack Kellam was there to talk to the official party 
atout the flora. 

Mts Kirner spoke to the gathering and told us that the Government will spend 
#0 million on conservation over the next four years. The Bendigo area will 
get $50,000.00 for resource inventory and management of reserves, $15, 000.00 
fr rubbish removal, $35,000.00 for recreation development works at One Tree 
Hill, Jackass Flat, Salomons Gully, Specimen Hill, Diamond Hill and the 
Vhip‘stick. $15,000.00 for the planning of the Whipstick Interpretation Centre. 


by Win Demeo. 
a a a 


EXCURSION NOTICE 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 18 


Jack and Jean Ipsents, "Lyal Glen", Lake Eppalock to Redesdale 


Location: 
Road, just north of the Coliban River bridge. | 
Bring: Chairs, swimming gear, morning and afternoon tea, lunch. 
Provided: Hot water, barbeque. 
Times: 10.00 a.m. onwards. | 


For those inclined, there will be a short walk of about 3 in, 
Starts at 9.30 a.m. sharp, so as to "beat the heat". 
Aeross to the Myrtle Creek to look at a mining tunnel. 
Returning by "The Pines" ruins’ and along Coliban River. 


Morning walk: 
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WILDFLOWER TOUR OF WELLSFORD FOREST 


On 16/10/88 Club members and friends made a tour of the Wellsford Forest: 
under the leadership of local apiarist Greg Fraser. Six locations were 
visited, particular attention being given to sandy rises on the~-eastern 
side of the forest, which are rich in wildflowers. We also saw Dodder 
damage to regenerating trees closer to Bendigo. a 


The route we took was as follows: ; 

Travel north along the Midland Highway, diverging right into Taylor St. 

at Epsom. Continue along the Fosterville/Barnadown Road. Pass the Fosterville 
turn-off and 3.8 km further on take an unmarked dirt road to the right, just 
before reaching a floodway sign. Here we are in cleared farmland. Travel: 
south on this road, which soon degenerates to a track, passing the Forest 
boundary on the left and a sign marked Hanrahan Tk. About 200 m into the 
Forest there is a sandy rise on the left. This was our first stop. 

Here we took great pleasure in the wide variety of wildflowers, Of interest 
were the tiny, white Book Trigger-plants (Stylidium calcaratum), small orange 
Searlet Sundew (Drosera glanduligera), and the uncommon Crimson Sun Orchid 
(Thelymitra macmillanii), Further up the slove were the beautiful purple 
Rough Mint Bush (Prostanthera denticulata) and white Silky Tea-tree 
(Lenptospermum myrsinoides), both in full flower. 


Leonard Orchids (Diuris maculata), Salmon Sun Orchid (Thelymitra rubra), 
yellow Rabbit Ears (Thelymitra antennifera), blue and mauve Scented Sun 
Orchids (T.aristata), scattered Brownbeards (Calochilus robertsonii), | 
Hooded Caladenia (Caladenie cucullata) and inconspicuous Onion Orchids, 
just starting to flower, were also seen, 


Other flowers were Common Fringe-myrtle (Calytrix tetragona), including some 
very dark pink bushes, many Milkmaids (Burchardia umbellata), Chocolate 
Lily: (Dichonogon strictus), Twining Fringe Lily (Thysanoths patersonii),~' 
red-flowered Cat's Claws (Grevillea alpina), Pale Sundews (Drosera peltata), 
Showy Parrot Pea (Dillwynia sericea), a Twiggy Bush Pea (Pultenea 
largiflorens) nearly finished flowering, bright yellow Erect Guinea flower 
(Hibbertia stricta), Rice Flower (probably Pimelea humilis, Small Rice 
Flower), strongly perfumed Daphne Heath. (Brachyloma’ daphnoides), Golden 
Everlasting (Helychrysum viscosum), Grey Everlasting (H.obcordatum) not 
fully out yet, and yellow Yam Daisies (Microseris scapigera ). 


Next we turned left at the first unmarked track (known as the 01d Coach Rd. ), 
driving about .5 km and passing between large patches of Golden Pennants 
(Glischrocaryon behrii) until a sandy rise was reached, Here we had lunch, 
The dominant tree on this rise, which extends to the right of the track, 

is Red Box (Eucalyptus polyanthemos), mixed with open patches of Calytrix 
heathland, Red Box is marginal here. F 
Flowering here were Dotted Sun Orchid (Thelymitra ixioides), T.rubra, 
T,aristata and we were lucky enough to see a group of Rabbit Ears fullyout. 
Other orchids were Onion Orchids, Waxlips and Hooded Caladenias. Some 

Silky Tea-trees not far from the track, Bushy Needlewood (Hakea sericea) 

not in flower, Scarlet and White Pale Sundews and Cranberry: Heath (Astroloma 
humifusum) were also seen. 


We continued on the track to the east, passing patches of Violet Honey-myrtle 
(Melaleuca wilsonii) and Matted Bush Pea-(Pultenea pedunculata), The latter 
forms very attractive green mats dotted with bright red and yellow flowers. 
After about 2.5 km we’ turned right at an unsealed unmarked Toad ( Goornong 
Ad. ), turned right again at a T-intersection marked Bendigo 21, on to the 
Fosterville Forest Rd. and after .75 km turned left at Jay Tk. 
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WILDFLOWER TOUR OF WELLSFORD FOREST continued 


We came to a sign PARADISE on the fence on the left of the road after about 
2.5 km and a few metres on the remains of a mudbrick house with corrugated 

iron and mudbrick outbuildings. These and the surrounding cleared land are 

what is left of Paradise Station. Across the paddock there is a view of 

Mt. Sugarloaf. 


Across the road is Grey. Box (Eu¢alyptus microcarpa) forest. Near the road 

- Showy Podolepis (Podolepis jaceoides) grew with Golden Everlastings which 
they resemble from a distance. The most eXciting plant here was a Green-comb 
Spider Orchid (Caladenia dilatata) with three flowers, Here we also saw 
Small Vanilla Lily (Arthropodium minus), Bulbine Lily (Bulbine bulbosa) not 
fully out yet, yellow Scaly Buttons (Leptorhynchos squamatus), Billy Buttons 
(Craspedia glauca) with many heads: already: seeding, Eastern Speedwell 
(Veronica plebeia),’ Matted Bush Pea and Cut-leaf Goodenia (Goodenia 
pinnatifida) not yet flowering. - 


On leaving we continued south on Jay Tk. past Winzar Tk,, until reaching a 
T-intersection with unmarked Ellesmere Break. The north-west corner is 
'Cryptandra Corner', unfortunately no Cryptandra were seen, Again we saw 
Red Box, small and dying back, on deep sand. The ground cover near the road 
had a large proportion of native grasses, Up the slope were Blue Pincushions 
(Brunomis australis) just coming out, Black-anther Flax-lily (Dianella 
revoluta), Pale Vanilla Lily (Arthropodium milleflorum), Silky Guinea 
Flower (Hibbertia sericea), Grevillea glabella which is very similar to 
Grevillea rosmarinifolia, Buttercup (Ranunculus sp.) and some more Salmon 
Sun Orchids. Common here were Milkmaids, Chocolate Lilies and Daphne Heath. 


This was actually our fifth Stop where we had afternoon tea. Our fourth stop 
was 1 km or so up the Ellesmere Break (we turned right at the intersection). 
Here there was a shallow valley with Yellow Gum (Eucalyptus leucoxylon) and 
Grey Box rising to Ironbark (E.sideroxylon) on the ridges, We saw a strongly- 
scented Musky Caladenia (Caladenia gracilis ) to contrast with the many 
Hooded Caladenias seen. Also here were Graceful Caladenia 2.00.7 Heal 
a couple of Spotted Sun Orchids, some Cypress Daisy bushes (Olearia 
teretifolia) near the road, Tangled Guinea Flower (Hibbertia exutiacies), 
Grey Everlasting, Golden Pennants and Matted Bush Pea. Greg Fraser pointed 
out a young tree strangled by Dodder (Cassytha glabella). 

Much more Dodder damage was seen at our sixth and last stop. We continued 
down Ellesmere Break, turning left at Plant Rd. - Roughly 3 km down Plant Rd. 
Greg showed us where regeneration of trees after timber cutting was largely 
being prevented due to strangulation by Dodder. The Dodder goes up to about 
5m, thus not affecting older trees. It was also covering the ground 
vegetation in places. 


The dominant trees were Yellow Gum and Ironbark on the heavier soils here, 

in contrast to what was seen on sands earlier. Grey everlastings were much 

more prominent compared to Golden Everlastings also, A bright note was 

provided by large mats of Matted Bush Pea. Pink-bells (Tetratheca ciliata), 

Scented Sun Orchids, Brownbeard, Hooded Caladenia and Calytrix were seen as 

wags Sweet Bursaria and Peach Heath, with whitish berries, We returned to 

Bendigo via Plant Rd. and Tresize Rd. which leaves the Forest near the Rifle Range. 


The weather was fine and warm, but a strongly gusting wind and competition from 
the flowers prevented much bird-watching. Birds seen or heard included Weebill, 
Rufous Whistler, Mistletoe Bird, Pallid Cuckoo, Spotted Pardalote, Striated 
Pardalote, Australian Raven, Eastern Rosella, Noisy Miner, Fuscous Honeyeater, 
Grey Thrush, White-throated Warbler, Bronzewing, Galah and Red Wattle-bird, © 


I'd like to thank John Lindner and Greg:Fraser for a most enjoyable and 
informative day. ee i Seah =. ee 


Anne Bridley. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 
From the B,0.G. meeting of 7/10/88 
Highlights 
Cape Barren Goose, 1 male at Welshmans Reef, mid-Sept.1988 


Red-necked Avocets with at least 12 nests, Bendigo Sewerage Farm,15/9-6/10/88, 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo, 1, Loddon River near Boort, 9/9/88. 


Waterbirds 


Cape Barren Goose, 2, Lake Batyo Catyo (near Donald), mid-Sept.88. 

Magpie Goose, 2 Box Swamp (near St.Arnaud), mid-Sept.1988. 

Brolga, 4 pairs at various localitites around St Arnaud and Donald, with 
1 pair having 2 young, mid-Sept.1988. 

Cattle Egret, 3, Lake Weeroonah, 6/9/88. 

Plumed Whistling Duck, 6, Calivil (on dam), 5/9/88, 


Migrants 


First reports of:- 
Reedwarblers - Calibil, first week in Sept, 

~ Bridgewater, 3/10/88. 
Sacred Kingfisher - Spring Gully, 25/9/88 

; - Bridgewater, 3/10/88 
Rainbowbird - Spring Creek (near Inglewood), 28/9/88 

-- Bridgewater, 3/10/88 
* . = Mosquito Flat (Eppalock Road), 4/10/88 

White-winged Triller - see Special Project Birds 


Late and last reports:- 


Pied Currawong - 1 at Flora Hill, 5/9/88 
iat ' - 2 at Strathdale, 7/9/88 
- 1 at Strathdale, 17/9/88 
- present at Axedale from May to Sept. 1988 


Special Project Birds 


White-winged Triller, 1 male, Inglewood area, 24/9/88, first for season. 
Little Falcon - 2, Strathfiledsaye, 3/10/88 
~ 1, Bendigo, 28/9/88 
Calivil, August 1988 
Calivil, September 1988 
Pallid Cuckoo - 11 reports were submitted, 


Other records 


Diamond Dove, 1, Inglewood, 5/10/88 

Magpie chasing aeroplane, Bendigo,. 2/10/88 

Little Eagle, 1, Rheola, 19-22/9/é8 

Wedge-tailed Eagle, 1, Rheola, 21 .& 24/9/88 

Wedge-tailed Eagle, 2, Prairie, 17/9/88 

Collared Sparrowhawk, 1 roadkill, Strathfieldsaye, 4/10/88 
White-fronted Chat, about 30, near Inglewood, 30/6/88 


Lists submitted 


Calivil, August 1988, Calivil, September 1988. 
Rheola, 18-25/9/88 Spring Gully, 25/9/88 
Whipstick (Millers Flat Rd. area), 9/9/88 
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BIRD NOTES. AND. OBSERVATIONS continued .. 


Notes — 


Quite a sainativerp of ada matencrnd neaenils came in this monthyy some from 
outside our region - Magpie Geese and Brolgas.(with young) in the St 
Arnaud erea, and more locally, a male Cape Barren Goose at Welshmans Reef 
near Lake Cairn Curran, The Cape Barren Goose was pestering children on. 
bikes and because of this was caught and removed to Kerang. Such behaviour 
raises question. about the wildness of the bird. However, a further sighting 
of a pair near. Donald lends support to the idea that the bird may have 
been wild. If this’ bird was a truly wild bird then’ we must add Cape Barren 
Goose to the bird list for the Bendigo area. 


Up to 62 Avocets have been seen at the Bendigo Sewerage Farm in the past 
month, At least 12 nests were found on islands in lagoon 3, and five young 
birds were also seen. However, this promising tale has a sorry ending: 
bulldozing in the lagoon led to the abandonment of the nests. 


Though not. exactly in the Bendigo area, the sighting of a solitary Yellow- 
tailed Black Cockatoo in River Red Gums near the Loddon River onthe Boort- 
Durham Ox Road is surely an extraordinary and interesting record. A bird 
of mountain and coastal forests, the species has been recorded in the far 
south of our area once or twice. What was this bird goane out on. the plains? 
Could it have been an aviary escapee? 


The Diamond Dove on the other hand, is a rare visitor from the inland. 
deserts, and is probably more often seen here as an aviary escapee than as 
a truly wild bird. The single bird seen at Inglewood was feeding on millet 
seed provided for native pigeons and finches. The meal was shared by 
Peaceful Doves, Zebra Finches and Diamond Firetails. Fractionally smaller 
than a Peacéful Dove, the Diamond Dove is the smallest Australian dove. 


Jack Kellam reports that 'The magpies at Patrick Street are now feeding 
young in the nest. On Oct. end I was watching one bird at the nest when 
a light aeroplane flying: very low (just over tree-top height) appeared. 
Coming from apparently nowhere, the mate of the bird at the nest charged 
swiftly at the plane, uttering short, sharp squarks as he flew, nearly 
reaching the plane. He then returned quite satisfied that he had driven 
off the intruder, and to receive congratulations from his mate,' 


An interesting report of Pallid Cuckoos apparently courting came to hand, 
One bird was making the usual call, whilst the other was making a call 
similar to that of a Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, but louder and somewhat 
harsher. At this stage the birds were about 40 metres apart. 

After a while, they flew closer together and sat side-by side on a power 
line. One bird then became quiet whilst the other kept making a faint 
whistle cooing noise, The birds then flew off together in. the direction 
of some grey box trees. 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP MEETING REPORT OCTOBER 1988 


An aspect of bird-watching that is not often reported on, that is, the. 
keeping of nesting records was the subject of an absorbing talk given by 
Mr Peter Allen of Rochester, at the October meeting of the B.0.G, 


Peter has been keeping records of birds' nests since he was at school, 

and he is now a'member of the RAOU Nest Records Scheme. Under this scHeme 
some 64,000 records of nests had been filed in SESE RES up se the end of 
the 1986/87 season.  - 


He pointed. out the importance of the records, since they contribute to 

our knowledge of the birds' needs where sites are concerned. They can 
guide us in preserving the species by preserving their habitat in a rapidly 
changing and often hostile landscape. 


The history of the keeping of nests records is a fascinating one as outlined 
by Peter. It was at the Whipsnade Zoo in England last century that a group 
of men including the scientist and author Julian Huxley, realised that a 
need existed for more accurate information on the nesting habits of birds, 
and established the delightfully named "Hatching and Fledging Records" 
scheme, Today over 1,000,000 cards are filed in Britain on the subject, 

and similar schemes have been established in over 30 countries. 


In displaying RAOQU Record sheets, Peter stressed that details are very 
important, i.e. size of nest, height, number of eggs laid, number hatched 
and successfully reared. Some birds are more successful at hatching than 
others. Peter, whose area of study is the northern Kamarooka Forest area 
of the Whipstick, gave details of studies done on the VBI Wagtail as 


an example. 


It is very important that the recorder use common sense by moving quietly 
around nesting sites; some birds find the smell of human beings so disturbing 
that they will abandon a nest that has been merely closely approached by 

the observer. 


Finally, he showed slides taken of. nests to illustrate the great variety 
of sizes, locations chosen and materials used by birds. 
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SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER 


IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID, THEN IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF YOU COULD ATTEND TO . 
THE MATTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. IF PAYMENT HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED BY THE 
END OF DECEMBER, YOUR NAME WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE WHIRRAKEE MAILING LIST. 

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO:- THE TREASURER, 


P.O, BOX 396, 
BENDIGO, 3550 ° 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Address for correspondence, P.0, Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1988-89 


PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D.Raywood 36 9226 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Bruce Wallace 20 Pearce St.,Eaglehawk 46 7325 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rod Orr 2 Cockerel Crt.,Kennington 43 5668 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom — 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Lyn Hamilton Marong Rd., Maiden Gully 49 6224 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, R.S.D.Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Glenise Moors Mandurang Sth.Rd., Sedgwick 39 6254 
EXCURSTON/SYLLABUS Bruce Wallace 20 Pearce St., Eaglehawk A6 7325 
ORGANISER oy 
LIBRARIAN Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 


WHIRRAKEE CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are: Single $13.00,...... 
Family $17.00,Pensioner and Children $8.00. Whirrakee subscription only $13.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at — 
7.30 p.m. and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 

Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Fall day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
‘or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on’the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub-groups :- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 


The BOTANY GROUP mects on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016). 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. As far as practicable, 
meetings detai.c will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" Diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo (43 7673). 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. 

President: Ian Fenselau, Buckland Street, White Hills 48 4384 

Seeretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 
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MEETINGS 
Wed.Nov. 9 Speaker: Dr, Tom Burton . 
Subject: "Amphibians in the Underworld: the burrowing 
frogs of Australia and New Guinea", 
Wed .Dec.14 Christmas Tea and Social Evening (6.00 p.m.) 
Venue: Agriculture Department, Epsom. 
Time: 6.00 p.m. for 6.30 p.m. meal - food to be pooled. 
pepe bring casseroles, salads, desserts, and eating and 
nking utensils. Tea,coffee,milk, cordial,bread and . ided, 
EXCURSIONS ; nth? ae” ‘ fa a 
Sun.Nov.13 Excursion with Castlemaine F.N.C. See page 9 for details. 
. Sun,Dec.18 Jack and Jean Ipsen's, "Lyal Glen".See page 9? for details. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Dec, 2 7.30 p.m. at Dept..of Agriculture, Epsom. 
Programme to be advised. 


BOTANY GROUP 


Thurs. .Nov.24 7.30 pom. at J. Kellam's home, 7 Patrick St., Bendigo. 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thurs.Nov.17 7.30 pam. at Ian Fenselau's home, Buckland St.,White Hills. 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Sun.Dec. 4 Aquatic Life. The group will be "going fishing" for some 
of our small native fish and other water life. 


Peter Ellis leader, Jars and nets required. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed. Nov.16 8,00 p.m. at W. Demeo's home, Kamarooka. 
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